THE  SOVEREIGN  AND  THE  CABINET

Committee and, like the Prime Minister, she is provided with copies of
reports from its sub-committees, including the Chiefs of Staffs Com-
mittee. She is furnished with the summary of the Commonwealth press
circulated by the Office of Commonwealth Relations. She has personal
contacts and conducts a regular correspondence with the Governors-
General, the Governors of the more important Colonies, and the British
Ambassadors to foreign countries. Whenever a person is appointed to
any of these posts he has an audience with the Queen and is invited
to communicate anything of importance with which he may meet
during his term of office.

In short, the Queen is better informed than the average Cabinet
minister on the matters which are brought before the Cabinet. In some
respects, notably on foreign affairs and on matters dealing with the
Commonwealth, she may be better informed than the Prime Minister.
What is more, though a minister has a department to administer and
the Prime Minister has to run the parliamentary and party machines,
the Queen could devote a large part of her time to vhat may be called
Cabinet business. Also, while Prime Ministers and ministers change,
the Queen goes on until she dies. Cabinet business is thus continuous
for her and a change of Government is merely a change of personnel.
Apart from all this, her views may be particularly valuable precisely
because they are not clouded by political controversy. The parlia-
mentary and party aspects of any question are, of course, fundamentally
important and are matters of primary consideration for every Govern-
ment: but it may be extremely useful to have an outside opinion, which
has no party objective at all, on proposals which the party politicians
must ultimately settle. The whips may advise that a decision will be
popular or unpopular in the House of Commons or in the constitu-
encies: that is one aspect, and a very important aspect: but the Queen
may advise that the decision will cause difficulties in Burma or Patagonia
or will create trouble for her next Government*

Thus the Queen may be said to be almost a member of the Cabinet,
and the only non-party member. She is, too, the best-informed member
and the only one who cannot be forced to keep silent. Her status gives
her power to press her views upon the minister making a proposal and
(what is sometimes even more important) to press them on the minister
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